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June 15, 2020 

Pietro Martinez 
Pacific Medical Buildings 
3394 Carmel Mountain Road, Suite 200 
San Diego, CA 92121 

 

Subject: Record Search Results for the Main Street Medical Office Building Project in Orange, 
Orange County, California (LSA Project No. PMB2001) 

Dear Mr. Martinez: 

This letter report has been prepared to document the results of the cultural resources record search 
for the proposed Main Street Medical Office Building Project (project) in Orange, Orange County, 
California. The record search was conducted to do the following: (1) establish the status and extent 
of previously recorded sites, surveys, and excavations in and adjacent to the project site; and 
(2) note what site types might be expected to occur within the project site based on the existing 
data from archaeological sites located within 0.25 mile of the project site. 

PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 

The project site, which is rectangular in shape, is located at 353 South Main Street, 331 South Main 
Street, and 393 South Main Street, near the northeast corner of Main Street and Culver Avenue/
Stewart Drive on the western side of the St. Joseph Hospital campus. The project site currently 
contains a motel, two medical office buildings, and associated parking areas. Columbia Place, which 
serves as a driveway to an adjacent parking structure, bisects the project site. An alley along the east 
side of the project site provides access to Palmyra Avenue to the north and properties to the east. 
The portion of the project site north of Columbia Place contains a surface parking lot. The project 
site includes Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APNs) 390-681-06, 390-681-25, and 390-681-26. The 
project site is depicted on Figure 1 (see Attachment B; references are provided in Attachment A) on 
the United States Geological Survey (USGS) Orange, California 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle 
map in Section 31 of Township 4 South, Range 9 West, San Bernardino Baseline and Meridian (USGS 
1981). 

The proposed project would construct a four-story building of up to 137,500 square feet for medical 
office and supporting ground-level retail adjacent to the existing St. Joseph Hospital campus. Parking 
would be provided on site within a subterranean garage containing up to five levels of parking. 
Construction would include the demolition of the existing motel and medical office buildings, 
vegetation and parking lot removal, excavation, grading, placement of new concrete foundations, 
building construction, and the installation of landscaping, irrigation, lighting, storm drain facilities, 
and underground utilities. Excavation is expected to extend no deeper than 63 feet below the 
existing ground surface for the subterranean parking garage. Excavation in other areas of the project 
site will be shallower than 63 feet. 
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According to aerial photographs, the project site consists of either buildings or landscaped areas, 
which means that no previously undisturbed, native soils exist on the surface of the project site. 
As such, no archaeological field survey was conducted for this project because no archaeological 
cultural resources would have been encountered in their original location on the project site. 

RECORD SEARCH 

On May 25, 2020, Michelle Galaz, Assistant Coordinator at the South Central Coastal Information 
Center (SCCIC) of the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) at California State 
University, Fullerton, completed a cultural resources record search for the project site and a 0.25-
mile radius of the project site (SCCIC Records Search File No. 21291.7386, provided in Attachment 
C). The SCCIC, an affiliate of the California Office of Historic Preservation (OHP), is the official 
repository of cultural resources records and reports for Orange County. The record search included 
a review of all recorded historic-period and prehistoric cultural resources within a 0.25-mile radius 
of the project site, as well as a review of known cultural resources surveys and excavation reports. 
The record search also included a review of the following State and federal inventories: 

• Directory of Properties in the Historic Property Data File (OHP 2012). The directory includes the 
listings of the National Register of Historic Places, National Historic Landmarks, the California 
Register of Historical Resources, California Historical Landmarks, and California Points of 
Historical Interest 

• California Historical Landmarks (OHP 1996) 

• California Points of Historical Interest (OHP 1992) 

• Five Views: An Ethnic Historic Site Survey for California (OHP 1988) 

• California Inventory of Historic Resources (OHP 1976) 

Record Search Results 

The results of the record search indicate that no previous cultural resources studies have included 
the project site, and two previous cultural resources studies have included the 0.25-mile radius 
around the project site. These studies include archaeological monitoring (1) and a survey (1). 
No cultural resources have been recorded within the project site or the 0.25-mile search area as a 
result of previous cultural resources studies. 

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

No cultural resources have been recorded within the project site or a 0.25-mile radius of the project 
site. The freshwater source nearest to the project site is Santiago Creek, approximately 3,600 feet 
(just under 0.7 mile) south-southeast of the project site. The current alignment of Santiago Creek 
closely follows its natural alignment as depicted on historic maps dating between 1896 and 1944 
(NETR 2020). Additional research indicates that surficial deposits of the project site will include 
Artificial Fill (as a result of previous construction for the existing buildings) underlain by Quaternary 
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alluvium, lake, playa and terrace deposits that date to the Pleistocene and Holocene (ranging from 
2.58 million years ago to the present) (CGS 2010). 

Because the project site is located in close proximity to the historic natural alignment of Santiago 
Creek, a freshwater source, and sediments at the project site date to a timeframe that includes 
precontact human occupation in the region, LSA recommends that an archaeological monitor should 
be present full-time during the first 10 working days when excavation activities will extend below 
Artificial Fill deposits into native soils. No archaeological monitoring is recommended during 
demolition of existing buildings or clearing/grubbing of existing landscape. Archaeological 
monitoring should last no more than 10 working days if the monitoring archaeologist does not 
identify archaeological resources during that time. In the event that archaeological resources are 
identified during project excavation, a qualified professional archaeologist should assess the nature 
and significance of the find and determine if any additional study or treatment of the find is 
warranted. Additional studies could include, but would not be limited to, collection and 
documentation of artifacts, documentation of the cultural resources on State of California 
Department of Parks and Recreation Series 523 forms, or subsurface testing. If determined 
necessary, further monitoring should continue until grading and excavation are complete or until 
the monitoring archaeologist determines, based on field observations, that there is no likelihood of 
encountering intact archaeological cultural resources. Alternatively, further archaeological 
monitoring could be reduced from full-time to part-time or spot-checking if determined appropriate 
by the professional archaeologist based on monitoring results. Upon completion of any monitoring 
activities, the archaeologist should prepare a report to document the methods and results of 
monitoring activities. The final version of this report should be submitted to the SCCIC. 

If human remains are encountered, the regulatory process outlined in California Health and Safety 
Code Section 7050.5 must be followed, which involves coordination with the Native American 
Heritage Commission (NAHC) and a Native American Most Likely Descendant.  

If you have any questions concerning the content or the intent of this letter, please contact me at 
kerrie.collison@lsa.net or (805) 782-0745. 

Sincerely, 

LSA Associates, Inc. 

Kerrie Collison, RPA 
Associate/Senior Cultural Resources Manager 
 

Attachments: A: References 
  B: Figure 1 
  C: Record Search Results 
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ATTACHMENT A 
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ATTACHMENT B 
 

FIGURE 
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ATTACHMENT C 
 

RECORD SEARCH RESULTS 
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Report List

Report No. Year Title AffiliationAuthor(s) ResourcesOther IDs

OR-03373 2006 Cultural Resources Final Report of Monitoring 
and Findings for the Qwest Network 
Construction Project State of California: 
Volumes I and Ii

SWCA Environmental 
Consultants, Inc.

Arrington, Cindy and 
Nancy Sikes

OR-03973 2007 Proposed FEMA project; Pre-Disaster 

Mitigation (PDM08) Program, St. Joseph 

Hospital of Orange in the City of Orange, 

California

St. Joseph Hospital of unknown

Page 1 of 1 SCCIC 5/21/2020 1:29:52 PM


	Project Location and Description
	Record Search
	Record Search Results

	Summary and Recommendations



